Lesson 2 and 3

Page from Yotsubato!  Volume 1, reading from right to left.

Kana in brackets are the reading of the kanji just before it e.g. 人 (ひと) 人 is pronounced 'hito'.

3rd panel

すげえー!!  人 (ひと) が                   いっぱい    いる!

Wow!!        People       が particle      amount      to exist 

Wow!!  There are so many people!

4th panel

Yotsuba:

きょう   は                 まつり     か?!

Today     は particle    festival   か particle

Is it a festival today?!

Dad:

学校 (がっこう)      だ    学校

School                       is     school

It's a school.

そういや                 明日 (あしに)  から    夏 (なつ) 休 (やす) み だ  なあ。

That reminds me     tomorrow           from    summer   holiday           is.

That reminds me,  the summer holiday starts tomorrow.

Grammar Notes

Both Yotsuba and her dad are speaking casually to each other.  You can tell by the verbs they end their sentences with.

いる is the plain (ie not polite! ) present positive conjugation of 'to exist' (居る).

- the polite version would be います

- you only use いる for living things

だ is the plain present positive conjugation of です which has the idea of 'am' or 'is'.

- see lesson 1 for more about  です

が is a particle that shows the SUBJECT of a sentence

- it's like saying "wow,  so many PEOPLE" instead of "wow,  so many people"

か is a particle that comes at the end of a sentence to make it into a question

- e.g. あなた は 高校 生 です。You are a student.

- あなた は 高校 生 です か。 Are you a student?

から is a particle that shows when something starts

- e.g. 明日から    from tomorrow, starting tomorrow

Kanji Vocabulary

人       ひと         person,  people

居る    いる         to exist (living things only)   NB often written in hiragana

今日   きょう       today

祭り    まつり       festival

学校   がっこう   school

明日   あしに      tomorrow

夏       なつ          summer

休み   やすみ      holiday

